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Trump Administration Announces $3 Million Grant to Expand
High Speed Broadband in Rural Wisconsin

USDA Undersecretary Bill Northey, USDA Wisconsin State Director Frank Frassetto, Rep. Tom Tiffany,
and Russ Falkenberg  of Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative/Ntera

The Trump Administration this week announced the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
investing $3 million to provide broadband service in unserved and underserved rural areas in Wisconsin.
The grant recipient, Ntera, LLC will use the $3 million grant to deploy a fiber-to-the-premises network to
connect 746 households, 33 farms, and 33 businesses to high-speed broadband internet in Chippewa,
Rusk, and Taylor counties in Wisconsin. Launched in 2018, Ntera is the result of two cooperatives—
Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative and Citizens Connected—coming together to bring broadband via
fiber to their members launched in 2018.

USDA Under Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation Bill Northey was in Cornell for the
announcement Thursday. “USDA supports both farmers and rural communities through investments in
farm operations and essential infrastructure,” Northey said. “Broadband is so important to farms and other
businesses as it can help improve the quality of life in rural communities and help grow rural economies.”

“Bringing broadband to rural areas would not be possible without the support of partnerships like the
Wisconsin State grants and the USDA ReConnect programs,” Russ Falkenberg, director of IT & member
services at Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative said. “By building a future-proof network, Ntera
customers are working from home, attending school, and taking advantage of telemedicine, all at the
speed of light. With speeds up to 1 GIG, in addition to high quality video and traditional voice services,
Ntera is growing at an incredible rate. As a company we are just over 3 years old and are performing at
levels projected for year 5!” 

In March 2018, Congress provided $600 million to USDA to expand broadband infrastructure and

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/county.htm


services in rural America, which led to the “ReConnect” program. In April, the USDA announced it had 
received 172 applications in round two for $1.57 billion of ReConnect Program funds. In round one of the 
ReConnect Program, USDA invested $698 million to bring high-speed broadband to approximately 
167,000 households, 17,000 rural small businesses and farms, and more than 500 health care centers, 
educational facilities, and critical community facilities located in 33 states.

Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative and Citizens Connected are equal partners in Ntera LLC, a stand-
alone entity. As of yesterday, Ntera has 760 active accounts and they are adding more each day.

Climate Change is Key Issue in VP Debate
Vice President Mike Pence and Senator Kamala 
Harris faced off Wednesday night in the first and 
only vice presidential debate. The VP position is 
particularly significant in this election, because the 
winner of the election will be the oldest person 
elected to serve in the White House.

At the time of inauguration, President Trump would 
be 74 and former Vice President Joe Biden would 
be 78 years old.

Much like the first presidential debate, the exchange covered the pandemic response, law enforcement,
health care, and climate change.

Less than thirty minutes into the debate, Senator Harris was first to bring up the topic of climate change.
While answering a question about the economy, Harris said Biden will repeal tax cuts and use that money
to invest in infrastructure and clean energy. “There was a time in this country when people believed in
science,” she said.

Pence responded saying the economy was bouncing back strong in spite of the pandemic “because we
had a president that cut taxes, rolled back regulations, unleashed American energy, and fought for free
and fair trade…”

He then took the first swing at what he has called Harris’s “radical” environmental agenda. “Joe Biden
and the left want to raise taxes, they want to bury the economy under a $2 trillion Green New Deal, which
you, Senator Harris, were one of the original sponsors of. They want to abolish fossil fuels and ban
fracking, which would cost hundreds of thousands of American jobs across the heartland,” Pence said.

“Joe Biden will not raise taxes on anyone who makes less than $400,000 per year,” Harris responded.
“He’s been very clear about that. Joe Biden will not end fracking. He’s been very clear about that.” She
repeated the claim that “Joe Biden will not end fracking” multiple times during the debate, but dodged the
issue when challenged about her previous support of the Green New Deal and vocal opposition to
fracking and fossil fuels, including natural gas.

“Senator Harris, you are entitled to your own opinion, but you are not entitled to your own facts,” Pence
said. “You yourself said on multiple occasions when you were running for president that you would ban
fracking. Joe Biden looked a supporter in the eye and said, ‘I guarantee that we will abolish fossil fuels’.”

Debate moderator Susan Page of USA Today posed the following question to VP Pence on climate
change. “This year we’ve seen record-setting hurricanes in the South. Another one—Hurricane Delta—is
now threatening the Gulf and we have seen record-setting wildfires in the West. Do you believe, as the
scientific community has concluded, that man-made climate change has made wildfires bigger, hotter,
and more deadly, and has made hurricanes wetter, slower, and more damaging?”

“The climate is changing,” Pence responded, after touting the administration’s environmental record and
what he claimed are the cleanest ratings ever recorded for air and water quality. On climate change he
said, “The issue is what’s the cause and what do we do about it? The president has made it clear that we
are going to listen to the science.” He again claimed that the Biden/Harris plan would “crush American
energy” and repeated the stance of President Trump that the wildfires could be prevented or reduced
with “forest management.”

“In regards to hurricanes, the National Oceanic Administration tells us that as difficult as they are, there
are no more hurricanes today than there were 100 years ago,” Pence said. “But many climate alarmists
try to use the wildfires and hurricanes to try and sell us on the Green New Deal.”

When pressed by Page on whether he believes climate change is an existential threat, Pence dodged the
question, and pivoted back to his claims that the Biden/Harris climate change plan would raise taxes and
cost American jobs.
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Senator Harris balked at Pence’s claims, saying their plan will actually create millions of clean energy
jobs, and doubling down on the need to aggressively address climate change. “Joe understands that the
west coast of our country is burning, including my home state of California,” she said. “Joe sees what is
happening in the gulf states, which are being battered by storms. Joe has seen and talked with farmers in
Iowa whose entire crops have been destroyed because of floods.”

“We will achieve zero emissions by 2050 and be carbon neutral by 2035,” Harris promised. “And we will
re-enter the Paris Climate Agreement with pride.”

President Trump, who is recovering from COVID-19, and former Vice President Joe Biden are scheduled
to face off in their second debate on Thursday, October 15.

The election is set for November 3, but millions of people have already voted by absentee ballot, in part
due to the pandemic.

Eau Claire Energy Cooperative Hosts Virtual Energy Forum

Six candidates running for State Assembly
seats serving the western region of the
state participated in an online forum
Wednesday. The forum focused on energy
issues and was sponsored by Eau Claire
Energy Cooperative along with partners at
the Eau Claire Area Chamber of
Commerce, Chippewa Valley Home
Builders Association, and Eau Claire Area
Economic Development Corporation.

The forum was an opportunity for
candidates to share their positions and
ideas on important energy topics. They
typically host the forum in-person, but due to COVID-19, this year it was held online, with most
candidates in attendance, seated six feet apart and wearing masks when they were not speaking.

The following candidates participated in the forum:

District 67
Rob Summerfield

(R-Bloomer)

District 68
Emily Berge

(D-Eau Claire)

 District 91
Charlie Walker
(R-Eau Claire)

   District 92
Treig Pronschinske

(R-Mondovi)

 District 93
Warren Petryk
(R-Eau Claire)

Charlene “Charlie”
Warner (D-Mondovi)

There will be a comprehensive summary of the discussion in next week’s Condenser.

Governor Evers Orders Limited Gatherings, Announces More
Energy Assistance Funds Available

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers this week announced a new Executive Order handed down by 
Department of Health Services Secretary Andrea Palm, which limits public gatherings to 25 percent of a 
room or building’s capacity. The order comes as Wisconsin sees a continued surge in the number of 
COVID-19 infections.

“We’re in a crisis right now and need to immediately change our behavior to save lives,” said Governor 
Evers. “We are continuing to experience a surge in cases and many of our hospitals are overwhelmed, 
and I believe limiting indoor public gatherings will help slow the spread of this virus. Folks, we need your 
help and we need all Wisconsinites to work together during this difficult time. The sooner we get control of 
this virus, the sooner our economy, communities, and state can bounce back.”

Schools and daycare centers are exempt from the order which is in effect until November 6.

Also this week, Governor Evers announced an additional $47 million in support for childcare, healthcare 
navigators, food security, and energy and rental assistance. The investments are funded by the Federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES ) Act Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF).
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The investment includes $15 million for Wisconsin’s Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program

(WHEAP/LIHEAP), which provides a one-time energy assistance payment for families that meet income 
guidelines. The payment is made directly to the utility. Also, an additional $1 million investment will be 
directed towards the Keep Wisconsin Warm/Cool Fund, a non-profit that provides a statewide safety net 
to individuals facing energy-related emergencies.

To apply for energy assistance, go to www.homeenergyplus.wi.gov or call 1-866-HEATWIS for application 
and program details or visit www.kwwf.org/apply to learn more about the KWW/CF application and 
process.

Covid-19 Watch: "Crisis Level"
Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers says the state is in crisis as more
hospitalizations stress the healthcare system in the state. Wisconsin is
seeing, on average, more than 2,000 new cases of COVID-19 per day.

The “epi-curve” above shows the overall activity of the virus by identifying cases by date of symptom
onset, when possible. Click here to filter the data by county.

Rude Honored with Cooperative Builder Award

Brian Rude at the 2020 WECA Education
& Lobby Days

Brian Rude, former Vice President of Government and
Member Relations at Dairyland Energy Cooperative has
been honored with a Cooperative Builder Award by
Cooperative Network. The annual Cooperative Builder
Award honors individuals who have made outstanding
contributions at the local, state, and/or national level to
advance cooperative philosophy and ideals.

Rude spent 20 years at Dairyland, following 17 years of
service in the Wisconsin State Assembly. He retired
from Dairyland on his birthday, August 25.

Also recognized with Cooperative Builder Awards this year are John Ruedinger, nominated on behalf of 
GENEX, and Gary Tomter, nominated on behalf of CHS Inc.

The awards ceremony will be held virtually later this year.
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Annual Meeting

The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association will hold a hybrid annual meeting this year, with staff and
the WECA Board attending in-person and delegates and other attendees participating via WebEx or
Facebook Live. The meeting is planned for November 12, beginning at 10 a.m.

Co-ops that have a director on the WECA board are encouraged to appoint that person as their voting
delegate. Other co-ops will be asked to identify a delegate who will be given credentials allowing the
delegate to attend and vote via WebEx.

In addition, each electric cooperative will be given WebEx log-in credentials to allow the member co-op to
host a meeting location for staff/directors. Others will also be able to join via Facebook Live.

This meeting will be streamlined as a business-only meeting. Please see the current agenda below.

District Elections

District 3 & 4 elections will be held virtually on November 11.

On Wednesday, November 11, at 1 p.m., District 3 will meet virtually via WebEx to conduct an election
for one seat for the WECA Board of Directors. This is a director-director seat and is currently held by
Diane Zimmerman, who is terming out and will no longer be eligible to serve. Nominations will be taken
from the floor during the meeting and can be taken from any registered voting delegate attending this
meeting.

District 4 will meet virtually on November 11 at 2 p.m. to conduct an election for one seat for the WECA
Board of Directors. This is also a director-director seat and is currently held by David Hischke, who is
eligible to serve another term. Hischke has indicated he is planning to seek another term. Nominations
will be taken from the floor during the meeting and can be taken from any registered voting delegate
attending this meeting.

Current Agenda

Wednesday, November 11
1 p.m. – Virtual District 3 Election (director-director seat)
2 p.m. – Virtual District 4 Election (director-director seat)
3–5 p.m. – WECA Board Meeting with Auditors
Thursday, November 12
9 a.m. – Federated Youth Foundation [hybrid] Annual Meeting
10 a.m. – WECA [hybrid] Annual Meeting
12 p.m. – WECA Board Reorganizational Meeting
(12 p.m. or immediately following the close of the WECA Annual Meeting)

WECA Plans for Hybrid Annual Meeting, Virtual Elections
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National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corp.
20701 Cooperative Way
Dulles, VA 20166
Sarah Bullock, Regional Vice President
Phone: (612) 352-6148
sarah.bullock@nrucfc.coop
www.nrucfc.coop

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage

National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corp.

Created and owned by America’s electric cooperative network, the
National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC)—a
nonprofit finance cooperative with approximately $24 billion in assets—
provides unparalleled industry expertise and responsiveness to serve the
needs of our member-owners.

Governed by a 23-member board made up exclusively of electric cooperative directors and executives,
CFC helps our member-owners attain their business, financial, and strategic objectives through flexible,
customized loan products, investment options, services, tools, and training.

Statewide Supporters
The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association would like to recognize all of our sponsors and associate
members for supporting our efforts on behalf of the state's electric cooperatives, so they may continue to
supply safe, reliable, and affordable electricity to members. Please join us in supporting these partners of
the electric cooperative community.

This week we would like to highlight: 
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